
www.truckload.org

Truckload Carriers 
Association

2024 Update

David Heller
Senior Vice President, Safety & Government Affairs
Truckload Carriers Association



www.truckload.org

TCA Dates to Remember
June 1 – NATMI Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, IN
June 2-4 – TCA Safety & Security Meeting, Indianapolis, IN
July 15-17 – TCA Refrigerated Meeting, Stowe, VT
September 11-12 – TCA Fall Business Meeting 
    and 
   Call on Washington
March 15-18 – 2025 TCA Annual Convention, Nashville, TN
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Where is TCA’s 2024 Focus?
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Where is TCA’s 2024 Focus?

• Improving the Driving Job

• Improving Roadway Safety

• Improving Financial Sustainability

• Industry Environmental Stewardship

• Improve the Industry Image
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Improving the 
Driving Job

TCA Programs
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TCA Programs – Improving the Driving Job
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Improving the 
Driving Job

Truck Parking
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Truck Parking

Is this a 
problem?
I-80 Truck stop
• Red indicates 

parked trucks
• Non-compliance 

vs illegal parking
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Truck Parking
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Truck Parking

Continually recognized as top issue for the Professional Truck Driver

• Renewed interest identified lack of dedicated funding in the infrastructure bill

• Inflation

• Roads vs. Bridges vs. Truck Parking

• Reintroduction of the Truck Parking Safety Improvement Act

• Both House and Senate

• Senate has 15 Co-sponsors – TCA obtained 5 in Call on Washington and 
outreach efforts - need for more – Ricketts signed on 3/14

• House has 46 – 5 from TCA COW – Scholten (D-MI) signed on 3/22

• $755 Million over 3 years
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Truck Parking

Mark Kelly (D, AZ) J.D. Vance (R, OH)

John Boozman (R, AR) Raphael Warnock (D, GA)

Jon Tester (D, MT) Richard Durbin (D, IL)

Kevin Cramer (R, ND) Tammy Duckworth (D, IL)

Tammy Baldwin (D, WI) Angus King (I, ME)

Jon Ossof (D, GA) Deb Fischer (R, NE)

Sherrod Brown (D, OH) Robert Casey, Jr. (D, PA)

Pete Ricketts (R, NE) – 3/14/24

Senate Bill 1034 Co-Sponsors
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Improving the 
Driving Job 

Drugs and 
Alcohol
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The Clearinghouse

“Data confirms that most 
[drivers] have not completed the 
return-to-work process and 
instead opted to remain outside 
of the interstate trucking 
industry.”

• ATRI – Impacts of Marijuana Legalization on the 
Trucking Industry
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The Clearinghouse
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The Clearinghouse
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The Clearinghouse
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Drugs and Alcohol

Legalized Recreational Use States 2020 Presidential Election Map



www.truckload.org

Drugs and Alcohol

DOT to allow for Oral Fluid Testing

• Rule takes effect June 1 – Alternative measure
• Employees will NOT get a choice of drug test

• DOT must “certify” two laboratories
• “at this time, there are no laboratories certified to conduct drug and specimen 

validity tests on oral fluid specimens.”

• Less intrusive

• Roadside
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Drugs and Alcohol

Hair Testing 

• Industry continues to wait on language that would allow for hair 

testing as an alternative measure

• Originally appeared in the FAST Act (2015)

• FMCSA Administrator Robin Hutcheson - Truckload 2023 - “revised 

proposed guidance will be available for public viewing by summer of 

this year.”
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Drugs and Alcohol

Recent Survey

• 88,021 drivers applied for jobs at 7 large trucking companies that 
use hair testing

• 403 drivers tested positive with urinalysis

• 4,362 drivers tested positive using hair testing

• Positive hair tested drivers were not included in the 
clearinghouse

• 11x the number of drivers detected
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Improve Roadway 
Safety

TCA Programs
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TCA Programs – Improve Roadway Safety
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Improve Roadway 
Safety

CSA – Safety 
Fitness 
Determination
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CSA

FMCSA has proposed changes to the current CSA methodology
• Reorganizing and updating safety categories (from BASICs to  “Safety Categories”)
• Consolidating violations
• Simplifying violation severity weights (proposed between 1 & 2 points of severity)
• Using proportionate percentiles instead of safety event groups
• Improving intervention thresholds
• Placing greater emphasis on more recent violations
• Updating the Utilization Factor
• No Incorporation of Item Response Theory (IRT)!
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Crash Preventability

FMCSA IS in the Preventability business
• Dating back to August 1, 2019
• 51,691 RDRs have been submitted by 8,944 unique carriers

• 14,382 were deemed not eligible
• 34,330 total determinations have been made

• CMV struck in the rear is #1 by far – 17,336 RDRs
• CMV struck on the side at the rear – 6,628 RDRs
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Crash Preventability
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Crash Preventability
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Safety Fitness Determination
FMCSA is once again, proposing a “new” Safety Fitness Determination 
process

• Originally introduced in 2016

• Challenges to the current system of “Satisfactory, Conditional or Unsatisfactory”

• Only affect a small number of carriers
• In 2019, only 2% of carriers were issued a determination out of 567,000 registered carriers
• Rating dates go back to the 1990’s



www.truckload.org

Safety Fitness Determination
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Improve Financial 
Sustainability

TCA Programs
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TCA Programs – Financial Sustainability
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Industry 
Environmental
Stewardship

TCA Programs
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Environmental Stewardship

Founding Member:
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Environmental Stewardship

From the “You Can’t Make this Up” Files
• September 2023

Charging station scarcity
• Three electric vehicle charging ports for every 10,000 people
• Law enforcement questions arise
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Environmental Stewardship

Annual Electricity Consumption of One Battery-Electric Truck
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Environmental Stewardship

It is not a question of if we get to zero emissions, but when.

• Achievability, Affordability, Reliability
• Timeline impact on equipment – Equipment production issues

• Reliable equipment

• Weight impacts

• Electricity Production/Power grid output

• Charging station availability
• Parking

• Charging time
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Environmental Stewardship

What will the price tag be?
• $1 Trillion for charging infrastructure & grid 

upgrades
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Environmental Stewardship

California Air Resources Board 
– Two Rules
• Advanced Clean Trucks

• Requires manufacturers to sell 
an increasing percentage of zero 
emission trucks starting in 
Model Year 2024

• Advanced Clean Fleet
• Fleet Purchase Requirements 

starting in 2024
• Manufacturer 100% zero 

emission trucks sales 
requirement beginning in 2036
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Improve Industry 
Image

TCA Programs
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TCA Programs – Industry Image



www.truckload.org

Questions?

School Membership for TCA:

  $350
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