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Are you Ready to 

'BRIDGE THE GAP' 

at the convention! 

 
President's Message 

Rob Behnke 
 Thank you…..Thank you…..Thank you! 

 
    This is going to be another great convention this 

year!  So many great things to look forward to this 

year; promising attendance, presenters, and high quality agenda 

items, lending to priceless networking with all our organizations 

and members.  This issue is dedicated to our Partners for their 

support in our Association.  It's their commitment that allows us to 

'keep on truckin'.  I so strongly encourage all of you to please take 

a moment at the convention (and throughout 2014) to patronize 

and thank our partners for their support in helping us 'bridge the 

gap' in both your classrooms and all throughout our industry. Our 

Partners have created user friendly processes for your needs-please 

consider them first when your needs arise.   

   Please don’t miss our 24
th

 annual convention, its coming soon… 

If you haven't already done so, please click on the 'register now' to 

register today!  
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  Cengage Learning is home to Chilton 

and the award-winning Delmar ASE 

Test Preparation Series.  Cengage 

Learning partners with companies in the 

transportation industry to provide 

technician and truck driver training 

solutions, and automotive repair information to increase workplace 

effectiveness.  Cengage Learning offers a broad range of “off-the-

shelf” products and specializes  in delivering customized solutions. 

 
Comcar Industries, founded in 1953 

is a private family owned business 

headquartered in Auburndale, Florida. 

Comcar’s four transportation 

companies have over 50 strategically 

located terminals hauling virtually any 

type of commodity throughout the 

continental United States. Customers get a wide variety of safely 

delivered services while Comcars unique ability to combine 

it's subsidiaries into a collective environment where drivers can 

spend their entire careers making career changes as they determine 

what is best for them and their families makes it a great company 

to work for and from which to retire. Comcar drivers enjoy job 

security, great pay, benefits and equipment while being offered the 

home time that suites their families needs, being home each day, 

every weekend or every few weeks at a time. For More 

information or to apply to one of the Comcar Companies visit us 

at: www.JoinComcar.com or by calling us at: (888) 285-5627.       

 
  Covenant Transport is thankful for the close relationships we 

have formed with many 

member schools since we 

joined NAPFTDS in 2012. 

We’ve been known as a “training” carrier for years and proudly 

upgrade over 1,000 students a year. One change we have for 2014 

is that we will now be recruiting and training students for our sister 

companies, SRT (1,000 solos) and Star (300 solos). Covenant is 

well-known as a TEAM carrier but if a student is set on solo, they 

will complete the training program at Covenant and then transfer to 

SRT or STAR. We are excited to 

give your students even more career 

options this year. 

 
   Dart Express 

isn’t just for owner operators 

... we have driver jobs too!    

   The Dart Network offers employee drivers a variety of truck 

driving opportunities through two fleet companies - Dartco, Inc. 

and Dart Express, Inc. 

   Together, the Dartco and Dart Express fleets offer the following 

driving options: Over-the-Road, Regional, Dedicated, and Relay 

Systems.   

Dartco – small company 

PARTNERS 
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with big benefits for truck drivers 
   An employee truck driver of Dartco, Inc., will have the 

advantages of working for a small trucking company, competitive 

pay and benefits, plus all the advantages of hauling a big carrier’s 

freight. Drivers can choose from Over the Road, Regional, 

Southeastern Short Haul, or Dedicated. 

Dart Express – relay system 

that gets drivers home – every day! 
   Dart Express, Inc. is a dedicated relay system and has 19 relay 

points nationwide. An employee truck driver with Dart Express 

will operate a day cab tractor, work 5-6 days a week and get home 

daily. 

 
 

  Doron Precision Systems, Inc., -

  the latest state of the art and cost effective truck driver training 

simulation systems are the result of more than 40 years of 

experience in driving simulation technology, traffic safety 

expertise and ongoing collaboration with traffic safety experts, 

truck, transit, emergency response and law enforcement 

professionals. Customers report lower training costs and increased 

profits resulting from shorter training times, lower collision rates 

and increased fuel management efficiency. 

  Founded in 1973, Doron Precision Systems, Inc. of Binghamton, 

NY has installed thousands of driver training and entertainment 

simulator systems throughout the world. 

 
   

  Simulator Systems International (SSI) 
has been an innovative leader in the driver 

training and assessment market for over 35 

years.  Based in Tulsa, OK since 1976, SSI 

has designed, manufactured and installed 

thousands of driving simulators throughout 

the United States and around the 

world.  Along with our sister affiliates, SSI has engineered some of 

the most advanced training simulators available, including their 

flagship EF-Truck Simulator, which is being used by training 

schools and fleets to train both new and experienced truck drivers 

how to safety operate tractor trailers. 

  Our truck simulator includes basic, intermediate and advanced 

lessons, and provides ample practice shifting multiple 

transmissions, backing, docking, as well as driving in dense traffic, 

rural two lane roads, adverse weather, crash avoidance situations 

and more.  The lifelike truck cab incorporates a full range of actual 

OEM truck components, as well as a motion base to mimic the feel 

of a truck as its moving down the road.  It’s designed to allow the 

driver to gain both knowledge and skill in a safe environment 

before applying those skills behind the wheel of an actual truck. 

 
About Foley Carrier Services. 

Foley Carrier Services has been 

partnering with DOT-regulated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take time to stop and thank our 

partners for their support! 
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companies since 1992. We work with more than 42,000 clients. 

From small new entrant carriers to driver training schools; from 

industry associations and passenger carriers to private fleets, Foley 

provides a wide range of customizable services to help companies 

operate under the Federal regulations. We work with schools and 

training organizations all over the country to help them with drug 

and alcohol testing programs, background checks, fuel taxes, 

driver file management and more. For all our clients, large and 

small, we are there with ‘Help at Every Turn.’ 

 
  Since its beginning as a one-man consulting firm 

in 1953, J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc.® has 

grown to become the most respected name in 

safety and regulatory compliance. Now over 1,300 

associates strong, J. J. Keller serves over 420,000 

customers — including over 90% of the Fortune 

1000. The company’s subject matter expertise 

spans nearly 1,500 topics and its diverse solutions include training 

via online courses, streaming video or DVD; E-logs and mobile 

technology; online management tools; managed services; advisory 

services; publications; forms and supplies. Professionals in 

transportation, manufacturing, hazardous materials, construction, 

and human resources rely on J. J. Keller’s in-house expertise to 

reduce risk and improve regulatory compliance, performance 

management and operational efficiency. For more information, 

visit jjkeller.com. 

 
L-3 D. P. ASSOCIATES (L-3 

DPA) is the leader in driver 

training solutions including 

products and services.  L-3 

DPA’s TRANSIM V is a state-of-the-art simulator that can 

recreate life-like training scenarios to improve driver behavior and 

skills reducing accidents, fuel consumption and maintenance 

costs.  Stop by our booth to learn more or call Jim Naatz at (630) 

251-5972 or via email at james.naatz@l-3com.com. 

   

 
  Maverick Transportation 

LLC formed in 1980, based in 

Little Rock, Arkansas, and 

operating over 1,400 units, 

Maverick provides OTR and 

dedicated service to the flatbed, glass, dry van, and temperature 

controlled transportation markets throughout North America. Over 

the last 34 years, Maverick has become an industry leader, building 

their reputation on safety, technology, innovation, and a 

progressive mentality of doing things the right way - the Maverick 

Way. 

  Maverick's innovative, unmatched student program offers drivers 

that have newly obtained their Class A CDL a career as a 

professional truck driver, while providing  industry leading one-

on-one training, great pay, unmatched home time, top-of-the-line 

 

 

Special thanks to our partners and 

meal sponsors shown in this issue of 

 

Please consider their quality products and 

services.   

   

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

  Rob Behnke, PRESIDENT 
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equipment, and a home with the best in trucking. 

  To learn more about Maverick Transportation call 800-289-1100 

or visit the website at www.drivemaverick.com. 

 
   Roehl Transport looks forward to 

seeing you at the 2014 NAPFTDS 

National Convention. 2014 brings with it 

the excitement of a new year and what looks to be a banner year 

for Roehl Transport. Visit the Roehl Transport booth at the 

convention and see what all the excitement is about! 

   Roehl transport, founded in 1962, has terminals across the 

country and operates in all 48 states and Canada. With 

approximately 2,000 drivers hauling van, flatbed, refrigerated and 

curtainside freight we have the right freight choice for any truck 

driving professional. Our robust student driver program with top 

pay and be home more is a perfect place for student drivers to get 

their new career started. To find the career for you, go to 

www.roehl.jobs today. 

 
   Ruan Truck and Trailer 

Sales is a leading dealer of used 

trucks and trailers.  Given a 

long-standing commitment to quality, safety and value, our 

customers can be confident that every used truck or trailer has been 

well maintained. 

   Ruan has been a sponsor of NAPFTDS since early 90's, - when 

looking for a truck or trailer to buy, give us the opportunity to 

make a bid offer.   

 

Schneider, a $3.4 billion 

company and one of the largest truckload carriers in North 

America, Schneider has been a top choice for drivers for more than 

77 years. Schneider provides drivers great weekly miles, steady 

freight and the comfort of knowing that “safety first and always” is 

the cornerstone of the company’s philosophy. Schneider is ranked 

a top-paying carrier by the National Transportation Institute and 

has been nationally recognized for its support of veterans, 

Reservists and National Guard members. 

   For more information about Schneider National career 

opportunities, visit www.schneiderjobs.com. You can also connect 

with Schneider on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/jobsatschneider and Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/schneiderjobs

 
    

TMC Transportation was founded by 

Harold Annett in 1972 with 6 trucks 

and has grown since that time to 

become the largest privately owned 

flatbed trucking company in the nation. Mr. Annett has striven to 

lead TMC employees to always live up to the credo on the back of 
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every TMC truck, “Destination Excellence”. From a fleet of 

Peterbilt trucks spec’d out with the driver’s comfort and safety in 

mind to award winning customer service TMC sets the standard. 

Twenty years ago TMC made a strategic decision to source most 

of its new driver needs from truck driver school programs. We feel 

that this has enabled us to cultivate a higher quality driver force 

and we remain committed to this course of action. TMC has one of 

the few Department of Labor certified Apprenticeship programs in 

our industry. This program is also VA approved allowing military 

veterans to draw on their education benefits for up to 24 months. 

 
 

  TravelCenters of America 

LLC (TravelCenters), 

headquartered in Westlake, Ohio, 

is a leading travel center business 

in 43 states and Canada operating under the TA® and Petro 

Stopping Centers® brands. With 249 convenient full-service 

locations off interstate highway exits, TA and Petro Stopping 

Centers offer customers diesel and gasoline fueling services, more 

than 500 full- and quick-service restaurants, 24-hour convenience 

stores, heavy truck maintenance services, RoadSquad Connect™ 

(24/7/365 emergency roadside service), Reserve-It™ (truck 

parking reservations), and many other services - all within large, 

high traffic facilities. 

 
 

U.S. Xpress is the second-largest 

privately held trucking company in 

the country. We offer a career in 

trucking for virtually every type of professional driving job or 

route you can imagine. From company solos, teams, OTR, 

dedicated or local to independent contractors... we have the freight 

and stability to keep our drivers on the road. And most 

importantly, our number one priority is the safety of our drivers 

and the general public. That's why we spend far more than other 

companies to provide drivers with a newer truck that is loaded with 

life-saving technologies such as a blindside camera system. We see 

it as a crucial investment in our most valuable assets...our drivers. 

 
 

    The Virage Simulation VS600M is the 

most sophisticated truck-driving 

simulator on the market today with a 

proven training curriculum.  Having the latest technology and 

being the most sophisticated doesn’t mean being most costly!   Get 

the most cost-effective and superior training tool with a solid 

ROI.  Let the team of experts from Virage show you how easily 

today’s innovation can become a valued and integral part of your 

daily operations.  See why schools like the publicly funded Center 

for Transportation Training of Charlesbourg (CFTC) has already 

purchased eleven VS600M simulators for their training program 

for new and experienced truck drivers. According to Eddie 

 

 

 
Important notice to prospective new 

NAPFTDS members! 
If you are not a member of the 

Association and you would like to 

continue receiving the Learning Curve 

and other benefits of membership, 

please complete the membership 

application at our website, 

www.napftds.org or CLICK on the 

above logo.  While we have generous 

supporters, member dues are the 

backbone of our Association.  

 

 

 

We want to hear from our subscribers! 

Please email Crissie Moffet at 

cmoffet@napftds.org 

with your comments.  

We can't fix anything 

if we don't know it is broke! 
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Vallieres, CFTC Director, “the VS600M simulators have allowed 

the center to pack more training into the same amount of time. 

Students can spend three hours in a truck and may only practice 

four backing maneuvers. With the simulators, they can spend the 

same three hours and get ten times the practice on backing…With 

the simulators, you just press ‘reset’ and you’re ready for the next 

maneuver”.  See how the Golden Shifter™, The Golden Mirror™ 

and the Golden Steering™ programs accelerate learning toward 

CDL acquisition and saves valuable instructor time in addition to 

lowering wear and tear on trucks. Talk to a Virage Simulation 

professional to discuss your affordable training options. 

Experience the VS600M at this year’s NAPFTDS’ National 

Conference in Charleston, SC.  See you there! 

   The award-winning Virage Simulation is located in Montreal, 

Canada, and was founded in 2005 by a group of Aerospace experts 

in the field of simulation and training. With a combined experience 

of over 100 years in developing multi-million dollar simulator 

projects around the world, Virage has developed the highest level 

fidelity and cost-effective land vehicle simulation systems for 

driver training, evaluation and rehabilitation on the market today.  

Contact:  Remi Quimper, 

E-Mail: remiquimper@viragesimulation.com 

Website: www.VirageSimulation.com 

©2014 Virage Simulation, Inc. all rights reserved 

 
  A driver, founder and chairman 

emeritus, C. L. Werner built 

Werner Enterprises for drivers. 

More than 50 years later, our company still remains committed to 

treating every driver with care, respect and dignity. In fact, 

managing with a driver in mind is one of the earliest founding 

principles, and one of the key reasons why Werner Enterprises has 

become one of the largest truckload carriers in North America. 

   By providing drivers with ongoing training and equipping them 

with every technological advantage, Werner Enterprises allows our 

drivers to focus on doing their job safely and efficiently while 

earning a paycheck. From our family to yours- drive for the best. 

 
As always, we are looking for give-aways  

so that EVERYONE will walk away 

with something from the convention! 

 

Any donations, please contact: 

Mary Beth McCollum marybethm@csmd.edu 

or Crissie Moffet, cmoffet@napftds.org  
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NAPFTDS 24th Annual Convention  

Charleston, South Carolina 

Francis Marion Hotel 

March 10-12, 2014 

 

Theme:  "Bridging the Gap" 

This year's convention is in Charleston, South Carolina 

and has a promising agenda. 

 

Monday, March 10, 1-5 p.m. 

Classroom Lesson Plans Workshop by Chris and  Susie Antonik, 

Delaware Technical Community College, Georgetown, Delaware, 

of which attendees will receive hands-on activities and a training 

certificate. 

 

The following presentations will be done: 

Tuesday, March 11  

 AAMVA Presentation, Karen Morton, American 

Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators, followed 

by a question and answer session. 

 Issues Affecting all ... Open Discussion - lead by Rob 

Behnke, Martin Garsee and Robert McClanahan 

 Truckload Carrier Association Update by Chris Burruss, 

President Truckload Carrier Association 

 Wreaths Across America and Trucker's Top Rookie 

Program presentations by Rob Bentley, Randall Reilly 

 Truckers Against Trafficking by Kendis Paris, TAT 

Executive Director 

 Tuesday Evening Banquet Guest Speaker - Ellen Voie, 

Women in Trucking Inc., CEO/President 

Wednesday, March 12 

 Learning Challenges for the Adult Learner - The Digital 

Learner by John Sawyer, AAA Driver Training 

Consultant 

 Simulator Study by Chris Antonik, Delaware Technical 

Community College 

 FMCSA presentation by Rich Clemente, Transportation 

Specialist, FMCSA 

  

 

 



Meal Sponsors for 2014 Convention are: 
 

March 11 Breakfast 

 

 
 

March 11 Morning Break 

 

 
 

March 11 Lunch 

 
 

March 11 Afternoon Break 

 

 
 

March 12 Breakfast 
 

Co-Sponsored by 

 
 

and 

 
March 12 Morning Break 

 

 
 

March 12 Lunch 

 

Co-Sponsored by 
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Thank you for your Support! 

So, what are you waiting for ... 

start your planning TODAY! 

 

Room Rate:   
$139 + tax per night 

 
Convention Registration Fees:   
$325  Member Registration Fee 

$100 Spouse Meal Fee (all meals included) 

$50 Spouse Banquet Fee ONLY 

$475  Non-Member Registration Fee 
 

Have you registered for this year's convention ... 

Registration is on our website  

OR Click below to 

 

 
 

You can register online or print the PDF and fax it 

Any questions,  

please call Crissie Moffet 316-425-3297  

 

  

    

Copyright © 2012 NAPFTDS, All rights reserved. 

Your are receiving this NAPFTDS Learning Curve Newsletter as a 

member or request. 

Our mailing address is: 

National Association of Publicly Funded Truck Driving Schools 

11511 Bekemeyer 

Wichita, KS 67212 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences   

 

 

 

 
 

http://napftds.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=6c13d6ac47&e=1b580a1c38
http://napftds.us2.list-manage.com/vcard?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=dfdc013381
http://napftds.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=dfdc013381&e=1b580a1c38&c=d3c3d6e653
http://napftds.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=dfdc013381&e=1b580a1c38
http://napftds.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=21a8dd7e96&e=1b580a1c38
http://napftds.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&id=7a768c8a62&e=1b580a1c38
http://www.mailchimp.com/monkey-rewards/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monkey_rewards&aid=23560013d71dfb636073d34bd&afl=1

